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RECOCNITION FOR OPERATORS.

UEL ADMINISTRATOR GARFIELD'S decis-
_ion o test the field distribution system in this coal re-
~ gion to the exclusion of all others in the country is
marked recognition of the cffectiveness of the organization
maintained by the operators of Central West Virginia.
~ For some time this newspaper has been wiging that the
sBrst step the coal interests should take in the movement to
tprotect their own interests was to organize strong regional
“or district operators’ associations and to have these asso-
cistions cooperate, through a national organization, with
the government. Happily for the local operators the more
. wide awake of them have been working together in the
Central West Virginia Coal Operators’ association for
mbout four years. When the crisis came they had a thor-
- pughly systematized crganization which as soon as the Na-
'~ tional 'association- was formed could take its place as the
" most important subordinate body of coal producers in the
", jpation. :
" Conditions have been very bad as a result of the trans-
. portation difficulties, and some operators may have had
#heir. doubts about the value of the local organization, but
 the appointment of Sccretary Lawson ought to make it ap-
. parent to every one that all the time work of the utmost
“importance has been going on. As a result of the bond
pf confidence which has sprung up between the Fuel ad-
" ministration and the Central West Virginia association this
important experiment is to be tricd out here, and if it suc-
" ceeds the mines in this region will get a long st--t over all
. the rest in the country, for they will be going right ahead
" tuming out coal under the new scheme while in other re-
‘gions the Fuel administrator seeks a district distributor who
- can work in harmony with the operators. In some instances
ke is pretty certain to place distributors who are not at all
~ ndapted to the position. This because thro.gh lack of real
, prganization the operators are unable to guide the Fuel ad-
'ministration.
Just how well the new scheme will work out even in a
Yegion as well organizcd as this one is cannot be foreseen
" at this ¢t ge. The only thing that can be said about it
S_with any degree of ¢ rtainty is that Dr. Garfield did the
¥ight thing v:hen he tumed the work over to D. R. Lawson.
* 'His Tong service as secretary of the Central West Virginia
- Coal Operators’ association and his splendid grasp upon
_ the transportation features of the local situation make it
- certain that Mr. Lawson will develop every possibility for
 easing the fuel crisis which the project contains. Another
_ encouraging feature of the oultlook is that the hearty en-
" 'dorsement of both the experiment and the appointment of
‘Mr. Eawson, which the Executive board of the Opera-
tors’ association gave at their meeting Saturday, make it
certain that the whole souled cooperation with the govern-
“ment which has characterized the coal producers of this
‘region from the beginrning will be continued in this new
_ movement.
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CONGRATULATIONS.

OTH Mayor Bowen and Chief of Police Harr de-

serve to be congratulated upon the effectiveness of

" Saturday night's raids upon the gambling joints of the

‘city. It was a fine clean up and it gave great satisfaction

to every Fairmont citizen who is at all jealous of the good
name of the city.

Gambling is forbidden by law, and that ought to settle

ts stalus no matter what opinions may be held regarding

the morality, or lack of morality, of a card game with a

Brovides s peaiic livelihdad for
physically capable men should'be ‘suppressed

Get after them, Mr. Mayor. These pests have lied to you
and imposed upon your good nature until they do not de-
serve the slightest consideration from you. On the other
hand you owe it to the mines and factories hereabouts to
suppress not only all the gambling joints but the bootleg-
ging and the loafing. If you do that you will be entilled

g oy

SAVINGS CERTIFICATES NEXT.
ITH the holidays and the interests which they give
W rise to out of the wdy the local campaign in favor
of thrift and war savings certificatea will begin next
week in Marion county, and it will be interesting to watch

cial effort of the government.

_ In England where this form of war financing has been
given a thorough practical t:st great sums of money have
been realized by the government, and the eagemess with
which people who can a”crd to save only small sums have
turned to it has been surprising even in a country where
savings k.nks and ownership in the shares of a wide vari-
ety of cooperative undertakings has long been a familiar
part of the life of what ihey call over there the_ lower
classes,

The first issue of savings certificates in this country is
limited to two billions of dollars, maturity value, and it js
impossible to guess what amount of this will be taken. It
15 altogether probable, however, that the savings certificates
will attract investors with financial resources wkich would
enable them to aid the government in the older ways, for
the interest is compounded quarterly and the four per cent
multiplies with the most gratifying rapidity.

The savings certificates are also tax free, but the really
rich who otherwise would swamp the treasury in their eager-
ness to buy such valuable and highly remunerative securities
are barred by a provision in the act which makes it unlaw-
ful for one individual to own more than $1,000 worth of
them, maturity value.

The body of an American sentry captured by a party
of Germans was found with the throat cut, according
to official reports. About the only hope Germany has
of favorable terms at the peace conference lies in our
detachment from European interests and prejudices. If
the barbarians in the German army supply us with an
intereat in the form of hate Uncle Snm will sit in with
a stony face and a h-* heart, and Germany will have
to pay to the last pfennig.

It is officially reportcd in Petrograd that the Germans
are transferring greuat bodies of troops from the East to
the West fronts. This has been going on for some time
and the aggregate of men taken away from the Russian
front must be large. The problem on the hands of the
German General Staff would be correspondingly urgent
If the Bolsheviki were to be bowled over and a real gov-
ernment take charge in Russla.

0

Government agents are beglnhlng to turn in reports
that there is a plot afoot in various countrles at war
with Germany to overthrow the existing governments,
and the basis of it is said to be the organizations main-
tained by the 1. W. W., the Bolsheviki and the Irish |
agitators. That s a fine line up, and If the Cermans
think thoy ean start such things without having them
come home to roost they are very much mistaken.

0

Senator Francis G. Newlands’ death, which occurred
very suddenly.in Washington Monday evening, Is a gen-
uine loss to the nation, for no man in Congress had
given more real study to the railrozd problems of the
nation. Coming when it does the passing of this states-
nman may bave an important influence upon the future
of the transportation interests.

o

There was no fraternizing anywhere on the West
front yesterday, acccrding to the dispatches from Eu-
rope. There was a good deal of it the first war Christ-
mas and some of it last year, but the German method.
of warfare has driven all friendliness out of t"e hearts
of the British and the French. Germany will be a lone-
some nation when it is all over,

Christmas here was a quiet day, and a pleasant one.
But for the occaslonal glimpse of a uniform on the
sireets there was nothing to suggest that the country
in at war. May it never hit us any harder than it did
on this our first war Christmas in over half a century,

° SHORT AND SNAPPY

Crass stupldity and wmexcusable incompetence must
be responsible for the outbreak of smallpox In the girls’
dormitory at Marshall College.—Parkersburg Sentinel.

0

A German leader says that ninety-nine per cent of
the German people want peace. So they let the one per
cent control the situation and then vehemently deny
that they are not a free nation. And there you are.—
Clarksburg Telegram.

_.—o.-__

From the way the ball players are joining the colors,
it may not only be necessary to cut down the schedule
but the player limit as well, or, perhaps, cut out the
league season altogether.—Parkershurg News,

o

Congress evidently has determined on having an in-

teresting session this time.—Charleston Mail,
—

The prohibitionlsts will only have to gain elght states,

Like everything else, the supply of

while the wets must retnin thirteen damp states to win.
—Wheeling Intelligencer. 7

Niu‘ ‘little present the gamholiers
t in the City’s stocking.
WETE, . & %

Three hundred and ninety dollars
2 11 help a lot meeting the next police
. Pay roll, A
L »

Ought to be more of this sort of

» ® J e

- Wouldn't be so much kicking it the
liee foroe wa: paying its way.
v L -

Irish agitators are said to be work-
dng with the I. W. W, and Bolshevikl
‘upset the wrole world.
- L

\That ought to put a, stop to the
1y of American funds for the sup-
(of Irish agitation.

company these Irish are keép-
an offense tu'tlm race.

By » -
Served turkey In the jall yesterday.
| Folks inside were luckler than
n'the outside.

X T T £ » -
e Weather Man is a good old

ideal Christmas weather seems to

have been a trifle short and the trans-

portation facilities very timited, but

he delivered our order right side up.
- L] L

Deacon Engle might vary the en-
tertainment program by putting a
brand new poem In the window at 9
o'clock and at 3 each day.

- L -

And at midnight have the chimes
play “Father, dear Father, come
home with me now.”

- L ]

Herb Hoover says sugar will be
short all next year unless Europe
sends to Java for a supply, and that
will use up so much shipping that it
will keep 150,000 to 200,000 Ameri-
can soldiers out of Europe.

: L] » L]

Guess we'll take ours stralght here-
after.

L] L] L]

Maybe the returns are not all in
yet, but it does seem as if there was
legs booze in the county this Christ-
108,

L I L

Only one bad actor reported.
] » -

Did Santa give'you a square deal?
. L] L]

Or did he bring you cigars2 =~ '~

-| times as long now to move a loaded car

LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR:

LABOR HAS BEEN LOYAL.
CHARLESTON, W. Va.,, Dec, 22—
[Editor Thée West Virginian.]—Indus-
trial workers in West Virginia are en-
titled to the deep admiration and fer-
vid thanks of the government for their

unequaled loyalty. Although tens or
thousands are cngaged in production -
vital to Allled success, no serious !
strikes have occurred and disturb- |
ances bave been of short duration and |
of minor importance. Especially are
the eighty thousand mine workers en. !
titled to the state’s good will. Miles of l
gondolas loaded to capacity are side- |
tracked in plam view for lack of mo-!
tive power. Empties are loaded as if|
by magic. A coal famine cannot be
marked up against the coal miner.
This is equally true of operatives turn-
ing out war materis1; they are in no
way blamable it transportation facili
ties are paralyzed so as to take four

ten miles as it ook before the war.,
AH may look with equal pity upon

the loafer and scheming profiteer. sure
that each will meet the fate they so

[}
MAKES THE
YOUR EFFORTS CONVINCE

—_—

I'VE HEARD IT S4AID THAT SINGING
SOCDIERS FIGHT BETTER —

"
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richly deserve, Gold equally stained
with blood and tears will bring sorrow
and ruin in the end. The man with ill-
gotten gains growing out of this wor is
as surely marked as the bank notes are
numbered. Labor will slow up in West
Virginia for one day only—Christmas
—the next day will find the workers
producing the normat output.

Labor will enter the new year ut |

|T};em. * * * only orders establishing
!the preferential movement or coal by
| the railroads, issued al once, can cor-
| rect the situation. The public must
| recognize that such orders are or its
| henefit, and, therefore, must support
| the railtoads in carry Ing them out.”

| In our slatement of November 22d
relating to the New England situation,
we eaid: “The National Coal Associa-

1-eace with employer and with only oue | tion realizes the plight of the railroads

resoltulon, Victory for

full knowledge that in this war as in all |
wars it will have to carry the heaviest |
Lurden and pay the costliest price. La-
bor will make the supreme sacrifice’
inspired by the radlance of the future, !
sure of its power to destroy all caste |
except the caste of humanity and con- |
sclous of its ability to dictate terms
that will insure freedom and peace of
the world.
SAM'L B. MONTGOMERY,
Commissioner of Labor.

the Allied |
cause in 1918. To this end labor will !
work with unremitting toil and with .

under the enormous burden they hava
Leen called upon to bear and is co-oper-
oting sympathetically with railway
officials in an eifort to find a solution
o their troubles so far ns the thove-
ment of fuel is concerned.”

In our statement of November 19th
stating that bituminous coal production
had been reduced approximately 2.-
C10,000 tons during the preceding week
by car shortage and congestion, we
snid: “Curtailment of production s
due almost wholly to the inability of

way officlals, Fuel Administration
and the Priorities committee in finding |
& remedy for the situation.”
In announcing the appointment of |
cur Traffic Manager, November 13th, |
we saild: “The task of co-operating!
with the raflroads to provide sufficient
cars for the loading of 500,000,000 tons
of bituminous coal annually has been
delegated by the National Coal Asso-|
ciation to John Callahan,” ® * * and|
“In carrying out this work Mr, Calla-
ban will endeavor to assist the various |
sovernmental agencies involved. and
the railroad companies in meeting the
transportation demands of the coal in-
dustry.”
It is the intention of the National
Coal Assoclation to continue to state
facts of interest to the public in con- |
nection with coal supply and produc- |

|

¢ cperators’ “faflure to

cause’ of .t rtation.
Under such conditions d
rather futfle and absurd.to 't

millions of tons of mig" \What could :
liove been done with it when the R
couldn’t transport what actual
mined? b sy
We note that you have distributed
vour editorial among the new
and that a number of them have
duced it, We trust that your s
fairness will impel you not only 16
lish this letter. but to see that it
also sent to the newspapers that
ilshed your editorinl, ) W
Very truly voudrs, N L
NATIONAL COAL ASSOCIATIAN, "
(Signed) J. D. A. MORROW, "«
General Sécretary.

L.on from time to tige. It is also our |
Intention to continue to the utmost,
the work we have already begun of co- |
operating with the railroads in meet-
ing transportation problems relating|
to fuel. l

You charge the National Coal Asgo-
ciation with being founded to “produce
riisinformation.” You appear to have
based this verdict on the circumstance
tkat the Assoclation stated that the
less of coal production on account of
transportation deficiencies in theq week
ending November 17th was 2,000,000
tons. We admit that our statement
was based on incomplete records, but
the conservatism of our estimate is
clearly shown by the annpuncement
cf the United States Geological Survey
inat the correct figures were over 2,
800,000 tons.

We have been equally conservative
In other statements. Hence we have
uniformly been more than fair to the |
railroads whenever we have han to
speak of them in connection with the
coal shortage. Moreover, If wa in-
{luenced the Fuel Administrator to ask
for -priority and preference for coal
shipments, it was only because the
facts we presented clearly indicated
the need of just such' action. Since
the chairman of the Priorities commit-
tee has made an ineffectual attempt to
grant such a preferencefl.we wonder it
€ven you may not have at ledst a sus- |
picion that the National Coal Assceia-|
tion has been giving out facts instead
of “misinformation.”

You accuse the coal operators of
“want of diplomacy and capacity in
t.caling with their labor,” etc. What
ot the railroads? We wonder if you
have forgotten in so short a time the
Adamson law and the events that led
up to ils passage.

You attempt to lay upon the coal
operators the blame for the coal short-
uge. Here agein we wish to refer vou
to the official recorde which are open
to the public. The reports of the Fed-
cral Trade Commission and the United
States Geological Survey indicate that
the coal operators have furnished the
ration with men and equipment at the
mines to produce 700,000,000 tons of
bituminous coal annually. The output
this year will ba some 640,000,000 tons.
I: {8 true that fires, floods, accidents,

breakeges and labor difficultles have

and Some SideRemar hl

"

John A. Clark, Sr, a ponesr~coal .

operator of the FairmontClarksburg =

region, who has figured jargely in its’
present development. hesitated s Lt -
tle In enthusing about Woodrow Wik
son, when hy became the candidats
of the Democratic party for prestdant
although Mr. Clark is a lite-long
Democrat. He had been for Under
wood. Mr. Clark's' attitude gradually
changed and now he s one €
president's warmest admirers,.  Ha
says:

“It was a Divine Hand that elect:
ed Mr. Wilson the second<time. Just
think of it! He was elected without
New York and all he states that hava
always named the presdents! It was
the work of a Divine Hand! =

Mr. Clark considers Wodrow Wil
son and Lloyd George the greatest
slatesmen in the world today. Ha
thinks Wilson will have a more re
splendent name in history than eithef
Lincoln or Washington. Pl

Bort Wlliams, writing in the Jan:
uary American Magazine, says:

T “People sometimes’ ask me, it
I would not give anything to be
white. I answer, In the words
of the song, most emplatically
“No™ How do 1 know what I
might be If 1 were a white fian?
1 might be losing my health for
elght dollars a day.”

By veason of 'hl\l'\lle i ptribmtion
with  the drog trade the |
g:::l. :‘u‘;i now possible for 'm

kman’s
Alterative
FOR THROAT AND LUNGCS
Ko Aﬁ;;:fnrmfﬂ o Hhﬁ-‘ﬂmlhw
$2 Size Size

$1 Size
Now $1.50 Now 80 Cts,

Eckman Laboratory, Philsdelnhia,

$ 588535583858

$559%958885S

Editorial Comment

Ion Current Subjects

DEFENDS BITUMINOUS OPERA-
TORS.

From the Coal Traie Journal.

J. D. A, Morrow, general secretary
9! the National Coal ‘Association, has |
written the [ollowing letter to Samuel |
0. Dunn, editor of the Railway Age|
Gazette, in response to a recent edi-|
torial in that publication:

In your editlon of November 30th
¥ou published an editorial entitled
* The Coal Situation—A National Men-
£ce,” which merits a word of reply.
The editorial is an attack on the Fuel
sdministration, the coal producers of
the United Stategand on the National
Coal Association. We feel certain that
your sense of falrness would hardly
have let you make some of the cate-
rorical charges you do make had you
first informed yourself of the true con:
ditions. Kindly permit me to call your
attention to a few facts that we think
should have heen before you.

In the first place you say that we
have attacked the railroads, Not at
sll. The nation finde itself short of
coal in time of war. Official records
show that the. lack of railroad cars is
the principal cause of the shortage. We
tave merely called attention publicly
to this condition. We are convinced
that this is the quickest way to rem-
£dy the shortage, and that, knowing
the facts, the people will insist that
effective moasures be taken immedi-
ately to relieve an intolerable situa-
tion.

In reciting the facts we have care-
fully avolded “attacking" the railroads.
In our statement of November 28th to
which you have referred, we said that
the “National Coal Association recog-
nizes that the railroads are congested
and crowded with freight far beyond
anything ever before experienced by
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she does?ftinow that

Resinol

*“She would be a pretty gir, if it
wasn't for that pimply, blotchy complex-
ion!"™ But the regular use of Resinol
Soap, aided a1 first by a little Resinol
Ointment, would probably make it clear,
fresh;and charming. If a poor skin is
Jouwr handicap, begin using Resinol
Soap and see how quickly it improves,

Resinol Olntment avd Resinol Soap usually stop
fiching insta quicklyleal ecrema and siasiles
kin roublen; Botd by a1 Bevappines 854 !
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and full instruections.

amount you have saved.

Then each wee
required number of weeks and

See Your Dollars Pile up
for Christmas-
Here’s the Way to Get Them

S Join Our i
Christmas Savings Club
We are ready now for the enrollment of members. Regular date for start-

ing the club is Dec. 17th. It offers an exceptional opportunity for you to accu-
mulate a fund for Christmas or other uses.

NO FEES!
Here’s the Plan

NO FINES!
Cbme and tell us what

Our Christmas Savings Club SYSTEMATIZES YOUR SAVINGS. It's a
cooperative plan. “In union there is strength.” “Many hands make
work.” So with this club. You get the bencfit of a great organization
ing all the advantages of the most approved banking system. e

(you may join as many classes as you wish) and 4
pay the first weeks’ amount. We will give you a patented deposit bank card. e

you pay in the proper amount for the"
receive a check before

5855558 a8

£
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$% 5883588353585

NOTHING TO LOSE!"

class

t &

you want to join |

tmas for the

light "tl-
_e_gaqy:.'.. 1
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See How Your

The 1c Class will amount to
The 2c class will amount to ...
The 5¢ class will amount to . ..
The 10c class will amount to . .-

We have the above classes in reducing amounts;
$1.00 and $2.00 straight weekly payment classes.

You May Join Now
You may join as many classes as you wish,
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also the 10c, 25¢,
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THIS CLU

If for any reason you should not keep up your payménts YOU WILL-"'_G
BACK EVERY CENT PAID IN. You pmap

YOURSELF. Get
TO THE BANK AND LET US E

KNOW. This is the BEST way. Get the saving habit—it’s a good one. |

The Peoples National B

OF FAIRMONT

y pay in advance if you wish. JOII
ﬁour family and friends to. join also. COM:
PLAIN . ANYTHING YOU

WISH 10, [,
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